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8:30–10:15 Breakfast panel by WFA

Invite only 

Where the real conversations happen before the day begins. 

MARS · Philips · Kenvue 

Lessons from the most innovative CMOs: 
rethinking growth in a B2A world

Public - Hosted by FORTUNE

The customer journey is being filtered, shaped, and decided by AI before a 
human gets involved. Business-to-Agent isn't a tactic; it's the new reality. 
Together with Fortune, the CMOs who saw this coming first share where 
the shift is already showing up in revenue, retention, and CAC, and what 
growth looks like when agents are in the room. 

OpenAI · Snap · PwC · Spotify 

12:00–13:45 Roundtable Lunch - WFA's Value of 
Sustainable Marketing

Invite only

A Chatham House-rule lunch where the most valuable thing in the room is 
the lived experience of the people in it. Senior marketers from WFA, DEPT® 
and Oxford's Said Business School in candid conversation about what 
sustainable marketing is actually worth. 

WFA · Revolt · Kantar · Oxford Said Business School

14.00 - 14.45 The new rules of scaling brands with AI

Public

Scaling used to mean consistency. Now it means consistency at speed. 
AI makes output easier, but it also exposes everything that doesn't 
hold up. The brands getting this right aren't just adding AI to the mix, 
they're rethinking how communication flows across teams, markets, 
and channels. Find out how they're keeping quality high while 
everything accelerates. 

Yahoo · Google · eBay · Adobe

15:00 – 15:45 #slowthefuckdown: Leading Through 

the Madness 

Public

The world has never moved faster. AI, economic pressure, endless 
change, relentless expectations. Everyone is being asked to do more, 
move quicker and somehow keep it all together.



But what is all this madness doing to us?



In this raw and honest conversation, some of the industry’s most 
respected leaders share what it’s really like behind the job titles. The 
pressure, the mistakes, the wake-up calls and the lessons they’ve 
learnt about leading themselves and others through increasingly 
complex times. Less leadership theory. More real talk. Because whilst 
everyone else is focused on speeding up, perhaps the real challenge is 
learning how to slow the fuck down.

Centre Parks ·  Snap Inc · Vodafone · Yoobi ·  Pernod Ricard

16.00–16.45 The Closed Shop Just Got a Front Door

Public

Gaming has long been media’s closed shop: bespoke deals, manual 
buying, and no unified workflow connecting creative, activation, and 
measurement.



At DEPT®’s Secret Garden, Livewire Co-Founder and Co-CEO Indy Khabra, 
George Howes, Head of Growth at Canva, and Isabel Perry, Chief Strategy 
Officer at DEPT®, unveil the first gaming integration in Canva Marketplace. 
They’ll show how Canva’s 265 million creators can now reach more than 3 
billion gamers worldwide, and explain why the AI orchestration layer for 
gaming was always going to be built by a team deeply embedded in 
gaming culture.

CANVA · Livewire · DEPT®

19:00–22:00 Future Club Dinner

Invite only

An evening for the people building what's next. Dinner, drinks, and the kind 
of conversations you don't have on stage. 

MC'd by Hope Hydration

10:30–11:15

WED, June 24 Thu, June 25
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9:00–10:00 Cannes press breakfast

Invite only

Off the record, over coffee, before the day takes over. A small group of 
journalists in conversation with DEPT® leadership 

9:30 Running Club

Public

The best conversations at Cannes happen when you're not sitting down. 
An early morning run with some of the most interesting people on the 
Croisette.

10:15–10:30 Creator Coffee & Connect

Invite only

Strawberry matcha or an iced latte. Catch your breath, meet the room, and 
ease into the morning before the sessions begin.

What Broke the Internet?

Public - Hosted by THE WEBBY AWARDS

AI made content cheap. That didn't make attention more valuable, it made 
distinctiveness more valuable. A practical teardown of viral hits and public 
misses with creators and founders. What actually travels. What sticks. And 
when a million views is growth versus an expensive distraction. 

PepsiCo • Mammut • Twitch • Creator: @tiffbaira

11:30–13:00 The Marketing Academy - Alumni Lunch

Invite only

An intimate session with one of the sharpest minds in marketing, followed 
by lunch. The kind of afternoon that changes how you think for a while. 

MiniMBA

14:00–14:45 You can't brief your way into culture

Public - Hosted by TIKTOK

On TikTok, brands aren't the main character. They're a guest; fun to have 
around, or easy to ignore. Creators set the pace, communities decide 
what sticks. Together with TikTok, we move past the brand-first mindset: 
how partnerships evolve from one-off campaigns into ongoing roles in 
culture, and why some collaborations take off while others barely leave 
the For You page.

Logitech G • TikTok • Creator: @morganmjames

15:00–15:45 The algorithm doesn’t know your culture: 
building trust in the age of AI 

Public - Hosted by Indvstry Clvb

A deep dive into the tension between algorithmic efficiency and human 
authenticity. We’ll explore how global brands and creators build 
community trust and brand equity that data alone can’t replicate.

Doosan Bobcat • Black Girl Digital • Creators & Media 
personalities: @joelbervell, @derrickdowneyjr, 
@bonang_m

16:00–16:30 How AI is empowering people to prevent gun 
injuries and deaths | Drinks at the bistro

Public - Hosted by ADCOUNCIL
Gun injuries have been the leading cause of death among children and 
teens in the US for four consecutive years. Agree to Agree built an AI 
chatbot that helps people start those conversations, from common 
ground, with clarity and care. Join Microsoft, Ad Council, RSM and DEPT® 
for the launch, and a new standard for what creative effectiveness can 
actually look like.

DigiDay • Ad Council • Microsoft Advertising • DEPT®

16:30–17:30 Drinks at the bistro

Public - Hosted by AdCounciL & Microsoft

19:00–22:00 Future Club Dinner x WFA

Invite only

Dinner with WFA's global network and DEPT® leadership. 

MC'd by Hope Hydration

10:30–11:15

5 Rdpt Duboys d’Angers, 06400 Cannes
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8:30–10:00 Future of Marketing Initiative - Oxford 
University

Invite only

A closed-door roundtable for future marketing leaders, in partnership with 
the University of Oxford. 

You bought the AI. Where's the growth?

Public

AI budgets are up. The stack is bigger than ever. And yet growth isn't 
moving at the same pace. It's not a technology problem — it's a 
connection problem. Industry leaders share what they're actually 
changing: what they're cutting, where they're doubling down, and how 
they're simplifying their setup to focus on what delivers real results. 

Klarna • Bloomberg Media • Google • Mondelēz

12:00–13:00 Lunch with EPICA

Invite only

13:00–14:00 EPICA x Adforum - Cocktail hour

Invite only

The Human Multiplier: why leadership

is the real AI advantage 

Public

AI has scaled output. That's no longer the advantage. The industry leaders 
winning now are being judged on direction — where to focus, what to 
prioritise, what not to do. Because when everything can be produced, the 
real risk isn't falling behind. It's becoming average at scale. This session is 
about the leaders building the systems that prevent exactly that. 

Mastercard • eBay • LinkedIn • BLACKROLL®

15:00–16:00 In Dutch: Marketing for machines: how B2A 
is rewriting the CMO playbook

Hosted by ADFORMATIE

A Dutch-language session for senior marketers. How agent-driven 
journeys are shifting search, loyalty, and performance, and what it means 
when you're no longer just selling to people, but to their digital assistants. 

kpn • youtube • tui • A.S. Watson

16:15–16:35 The distinctiveness gap | 

Fireside chat by afriCANNES 

Private
Marketing is converging. African creative output is breaking through. The 
bridge between them barely exists.

My Runway Group • Jambo Spaces • youtube • DEPT® •  Media 
founder-author: @ChikaUwazie

16:35–18:00 afriCANNES x DEPT®

Closing cocktail party 
Three days of Growth, Invented, ending the way it should. Drinks, the 
whole garden community, and the conversations you'll still be having next 
week.

10:30–11:15

14:00-14:45

Wed, June 24

5 Rdpt Duboys d’Angers, 06400 Cannes
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